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interest of the employer and capitalist. If the condition of the worker was improved and safeguarded in the following years, no thanks were due either to the principles or the practice of the party in power. Bright and Cobden opposed the Factory Acts. With the last . Reform Bill, ' emancipation' was nearly complete in the political field, and just stopped short of Adult Suffrage. Farce of At the same moment the social development was complete Franchise, which made the worker dependent. The government of the country was handed over, not to citizens, but to wage-earners.1 The people, so often reminded by both parties that their will is supreme, are to a large extent aliens and sojourners in the land of their birth, without real ties or attachment, except in a very few favoured areas. Let those who resent the term used by the Socialist, ' wage.-slavery,' ask themselves seriously whether they can dis-. prove the fact. In spite of much personal sympathy and good feeling, can any one say honestly we have brought together the ' Two Nations ' of which Lord Beaconsfield speaks in e Sybil,' during the seventy years or so since he wrote ?
This is a state of things which no lover of country can see without concern, no historian without the most profound misgivings. A mechanical age, which has in the last lifetime made more changes than the last thousand years, cannot, it is true, be guided by the lessons of the past. Trade, world-commerce, rapid intercourse and the annihilation of distance, have together removed all the old landmarks ; stultified most of the old principles; as Mr. Bodley has so wisely remarked. The Can the fall of idealism, a restless but superficial public opinion, usto-day? pursuit of material and selfish ends, the reduction of polities to a competition in bribery, the idleness and detachment of the rich, the toil and detachment (in
1 See two articles, Oxford and Cambridge Review, Aug. and Sept., 1912 : " Citizenship, Ancient and Modern."